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the illegal alien was deported yet again 
for illegal reentry. This first-degree 
rape of a 12-year-old girl would have 
been prevented by proper border secu-
rity. 

In Mobile, Alabama, Sonya Jones was 
recently killed by an illegal alien 
charged with vehicular homicide and 
leaving the scene of a head-on colli-
sion. Sonya Jones was a teacher at Liv-
ing Word Christian Center Kingdom 
Academy. One of Sonya’s colleagues 
said that she had a smile that would 
light up the hallways. 

The illegal alien who killed Sonya 
Jones is a prime example of how dan-
gerous asylum laws and catch-and-re-
lease policies are to Americans. Sonya 
Jones’ illegal alien killer entered 
America illegally and was captured by 
law enforcement but then released 
when he lied to claim asylum. As is so 
overwhelmingly often the case, Sonya 
Jones’ illegal alien killer failed to 
show up in court on the asylum claim 
and, instead, disappeared, leaving at 
least one dead American in his wake. 

Last week, in Washington State, 
Kittitas County Sheriff’s Deputy Ryan 
Thompson was shot and killed by yet 
another illegal alien who legally en-
tered America in Texas in 2014 on a 
temporary agricultural worker visa but 
illegally overstayed his visa after it ex-
pired. Deputy Ryan Thompson was 
married with three children and is the 
first law enforcement officer to be 
murdered in Kittitas County since 1927. 

In 2005, in Milton, Pennsylvania, 
beautiful 20-year-old Carly Snyder 
loved animals and dreamed of being a 
veterinarian. Her dream ended when an 
illegal alien forcibly entered Carly’s 
apartment, punched her in the face, 
knocked her to the floor, and stabbed 
her 37 times. Carly went into shock and 
died at the scene. 

Mr. Speaker, Washington should have 
more sympathy and concern for the 
lives of Americans than illegal aliens. 
Unfortunately, Washington does not 
and, instead, puts illegal aliens on ped-
estals, above the interests of Ameri-
cans. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans have every 
right to expect Congress to defend 
American rights, and the most basic 
right is the right to life, the right to be 
protected from illegal alien killings 
that could so easily be avoided. 

Tragically, Congress turns a blind 
eye to the lives and innocence of Amer-
icans stolen by illegal aliens. That is 
wrong. 

President Trump is right to declare a 
national emergency to help save the 
lives of at least 30,000 Americans who 
are alive today but will be dead a year 
from now if we do not protect and se-
cure America’s southern border. As 
such, I will not hesitate to proudly 
vote to sustain President Trump’s veto 
of socialist legislation that supports 
open-borders policies that aid and abet 
illegal aliens who kill Americans and 
aid and abet evil drug cartels that mar-
ket their poisonous, deadly drugs that 
take American lives. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans who die at 
the hands of illegal aliens had dreams, 
too. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 28 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Tony Lee, Community of 
Hope AME Church, Hillcrest Heights, 
Maryland, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, we come today with a 
spirit of humility and gratitude. We 
come with the realization that this is 
the day that You have made, and we 
will rejoice and be glad in it. We thank 
You for the opportunity we are af-
forded to serve the least of these and 
the responsibility to remember the for-
gotten and lift the downtrodden. We 
ask this day for the courage to do the 
hard things and the vision to see be-
yond ourselves. 

Empower the Members of this House 
to make a difference. Let their efforts 
be expressions of Your grace, reflec-
tions of Your justice, and manifesta-
tions of Your love. 

It is our prayer, that when our time 
on this terrestrial sphere is over, that 
the works of this day will speak for us 
and we will hear You say, ‘‘Well done 
my good and faithful servants.’’ 

Lord, hear our prayer. In Jesus’ 
name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. UNDERWOOD) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. UNDERWOOD led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND TONY LEE 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
BROWN) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Madam 

Speaker, let me begin by wishing you a 
very happy birthday on behalf of the 
435 Members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to in-
troduce Reverend Tony Lee. He is the 
founder and senior pastor of the Com-
munity of Hope AME Church. 

Reverend Lee is a pillar of our com-
munity in Prince George’s County and 
the entire region, not just as a faith 
leader, but as an advocate for those in 
need. 

I have had a longstanding relation-
ship with him, partnering on a wide va-
riety of issues, including domestic vio-
lence, building trust between the com-
munity and law enforcement, tackling 
poverty, and moving forward on social 
justice issues. And, during the month 
of January and February, we worked 
together during the government shut-
down, serving working families who 
were struggling to make ends meet. 

I have had the privilege of worship-
ping at Community of Hope many 
times over the years. The name of the 
church reflects its character: a commu-
nity where we live and raise our fami-
lies, where we pray and teach hope as a 
critical ingredient necessary for faith 
and our daily lives. 

He is a preacher who speaks to people 
in a language they understand. He 
draws people into church who would 
not otherwise do so, going into every 
neighborhood and going down every 
street. 

Reverend Tony Lee is the son of 
proud parents, Orlando Lee and Rev-
erend Nancy T. Lee, who are joining us 
in the Capitol today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
ESCOBAR). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IS NOT 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, 
I read with dismay this morning that 
the Justice Department and the cur-
rent administration has decided to con-
tinue to treat the Affordable Care Act 
as an unconstitutional wrong com-
mitted by the House and the Senate 
and signed into law by the last admin-
istration. I can’t believe that they are 
taking this position. 

This has been a long national strug-
gle that we have gone through. We 
have had this debate, we have had this 
discussion, and we have had this fight. 
And to say now that it continues to be 
unconstitutional, the way that they 
have said all along, we don’t need to do 
this again. We have 10 to 20 million 
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